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Gen er a l  Mar k in g  Gu idan ce  
 
 
 

 All candidates must  receive the same treatment . Exam iners must  mark the 

first  candidate in exact ly the same way as they mark the last .  
 

 Mark schemes should be applied posit ively. Candidates must  be rewarded for 

what  they have shown they can do rather than penalised for om issions. 
 

 Examiners should mark according to the mark scheme not  according to their  

percept ion of where the grade boundaries may lie.  
 

 There is no ceiling on achievement . All marks on the mark scheme should be 

used appropriately. 
 

 All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be awarded. 
Examiners should always award full marks if deserved, i.e. if the answer 

matches the mark scheme. Examiners should also be 
prepared to award zero marks if the candidate’s response is not  

worthy of credit  according to the mark scheme. 
 

 Where some judgement  is required, mark schemes will provide the principles 

by which marks will be awarded and exemplificat ion may be lim ited. 
 

 When examiners are in doubt  regarding the applicat ion of the mark scheme 

to a candidate’s response, the team  leader must  be consulted. 
 

 Crossed out  work should be marked UNLESS the candidate has replaced it  

with an alternat ive response. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Pap er  1  
 
 

Sect ion  A  
 

AO2  Read in g  

( i)  read and understand texts with insight  and engagem ent  
( ii)  develop and sustain interpretat ions of writers’ ideas and perspect ives 

( iii)  understand and make some evaluat ion of how writers use linguist ic and 

st ructural devices to achieve their effects 
 

Quest ion 

number  
Answer  Mark

1  Examiners should only reward the single correct  answer: 
 

 Ngong (Hills) 

1  

 
Quest ion 

number  
Answer  Mark

2  Examiners should reward the ident if icat ion of words or
phrases that  show an understanding of the dif f icult ies the
cyclists face and should only reward the following. 
 
One mark for each phrase ident if ied, up to two marks for the
dif f icult ies the cyclists face: 
 

 ‘ the st ray goat ’  

 ‘ [ the colourfully painted] mat at us [ that  grind to a halt  
at  a moment ’ s not ice]’  

 ‘ chaos’  

 ‘ spine’  /  ‘ corrugated spine’  

2  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Quest ion 

number  
Answer  

 
Mark

3  Examiners should reward all valid responses to the passage up
to f ive marks. Look to reward the quality of explanat ion
rather than simply count ing the number of features or phrases
that  have been ident if ied: 
 

 he is Rastafarian and has dreadlocks 

 fast  

 he is in cont rol of the race: he may let  Chris Froome get  past
him but  he always pulls him back 

 he is dedicated and commit ted  

 he enj oys the challenge and laughs wildly whilst  being
chased 

 he is very f it   

 he is very experienced 

 he is unconvent ional and f louts the need to wear proper
cycling clothing or a helmet  

 he endures pain calmly 

 he has remarkable qualit ies of recovery and endurance 

 some may see him as humorous, mocking sarcast ic or
ungenerous in the manner in which he rej ects the writer’ s
help 

 he is forgiving and does not  blame the writer for the
accident   

5  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 

Quest ion 

number  
I ndicat ive content  Mark

4  Examiners should refer to the following bullet  points and then to 
the table on page 8 to reach an overall j udgement . 
 
There are many features in the passage that  are worthy of 
comment . Examiners must  reward all valid points that  show an 
engagement  with the text  and an appreciat ion of the writer's 
technique rather than have a set  agenda of items that  they are 
looking for.  
 
Candidates may refer to some of the following points: 

The way the way the race is descr ibed:  
 the race is all-consuming - the passage opens with the race 

already in progress and at  the end of the passage it  is 
about  to resume 

 there is danger in the race from the st ray goat  and matatus 
to the homicidal drivers and potholes 

 the landscape of the race is varied and challenging, moving 
from the ‘ urban grime’  out  into the African count ryside, 
passing ost riches and f lamingos 

 the tone of the descript ion of the race changes: at  t imes 
light -hearted and playful,  at  other t imes grimly determined 

 the route is described in vivid and possibly exot ic terms, 
from the ‘ corrugated spine’  of the hills to the ‘ boiling soda 
lakes’  and ‘ the moonscape of Magadi’ ,  giving the race an 
epic qualit y 

 readers are encouraged to appreciate the heat  that  the 
cyclists ride through with references to it  being ‘ l ike a 
furnace’  and the manner in which both riders sweat  after 
the accident  

 the horrif ic accident  is described in graphic terms as Leone 
Nero lands on the ‘ downward grooves’  of the road. 

 
The relat ionship between the two cyclists: 

 some may see Leone Nero as cruel or taunt ing; others may 
see him as supremely experienced, teaching Froome to 
have both a posit ive at t itude and resilience  

 there is a sense of a long-established relat ionship and an 
inevitabilit y about  the outcome of the race: ‘ I am chasing 
him. As always’ ; ‘ He let  me spin away once or twice but  
always he reeled me in’  

 the two riders are physical opposites: young/ old; Froome is 
a ‘ skinny cyclist  kid’  with long legs like an ost rich, whereas 
Leone Nero has well-developed muscles that  demonst rate 
his vast ly superior level of experience: ‘ He has thousands 
of miles of roads and hil ls packed in there, all compressed 
into clenched muscle’  

 there is an irony in that  Froome presents himself  as a 
predator with Leone Nero as the prey:  ‘ He is my prey’  
when in fact , it  is Froome who is being toyed with and 
preyed upon by the more experienced rider 

 whatever happens during the race we know that  they ‘ will 
rest  and laugh together’  at  the end of the race 
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  Froome’ s level of anxiety and concern after the accident  
shows how guilt y he feels about  Leone Nero, giving all of 
his precious water to clean Leone Nero’ s wounds 

 the passage ends by assert ing Leone Nero’ s superiorit y on 
every level as he ‘ scolds’  Froome in a quasi-parental 
manner. 

 
Part icular words, phrases and techniques: 

 one of the most  dist inct ive features of the passage is it s 
sentence st ructure, part icularly the frequent  use of very 
short  sentences such as:  ‘I am chasing him. As always. The 
Ngong Hills’  – this creates a vivid and breathless qualit y 
that  recreates the excitement  of the race 

 another dist inct ive feature is it s variety of paragraph 
length and its use of single sentence paragraph 

 the passage is writ ten in the present  tense: ‘ I am scared 
and I feel guilt y’ ;  this creates a sense of immediacy 

 use of powerful imagery to heighten our understanding of 
how much winning means to Froome: ‘ st retch your arms 
skywards in t riumph like a winner. Your hands will be 
breaking through the f loor of heaven’  

 use of literal and idiomat ic language: Froome is literally 
cycling along the top of  a high hill,  with his head in the 
clouds, and is also a dreamer whose head is ‘ never 
anywhere else but  in the clouds’  

 use of rhetorical quest ion to emphasise their commitment  
and bravery: ‘ Do we worry? Never‘  

 use of direct  speech of onlookers to increase our sense of 
sympathy for the ‘ kid’  who will never win: ‘ Look at  t hat  
skinny cycl ist  kid t rying t o cat ch up wit h t hat  Rast afarian 
on a bike. Aah! Look!  

 use of simile: ‘ cackling like a hyena’ ; ‘ f lying like a missile 
with dreadlocks’  

 use of metaphor to depict  the gory nature of Leone Nero’ s 
inj uries: ‘ His knees alone are a horror show’  

 use of all iterat ion to create st rong visual imagery: ‘ candy 
cot ton pink clouds of start led f lamingos’  

 personif icat ion used to heighten the violence of Leone 
Nero’ s impact  with the road: ‘ The road seizes huge patches 
of skin from the j oints and from the front  of his body’  

 use of dialogue between the two riders at  the end 

of the passage to further def ine their relat ionship 

and Leone’ s superiorit y.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

QUESTI ON 4  
 

Lev el  Mar k  AO2  ( i ) / ( i i ) / ( i i i )

0   No rewardable mater ial.

Lev el  1  1 -  3   Basic understanding of the text is evident  in the 

response. 

 Engagement  with the text  is basic, with lit t le 

development  in the response. 
 I nterpretat ions are developed with lim ited success. 

 Lim ited evaluat ion of how writers use linguist ic and 

st ructural devices to create effect , with lit t le use 

made of appropr iate examples to support  ideas.  
Lev el  2  4 -  6   Some understanding of the text is evident  in the 

response. 
 Engagement  with the text  is generally apparent ,

with some development  in the response. 

 I nterpretat ions are developed with some success. 
 Some evaluat ion of how writers use linguist ic and 

st ructural devices to create effect , with some use
made of appropr iate examples to support  ideas.  

Lev el  3  7 -  9   Sound understanding of the text  is evident  in the 

response. 
 Assured engagement  with the text ,  with thorough

development  in the response. 

 I nterpretat ions are thoroughly developed and 

sustained. 
 Assured evaluat ion of how writers use linguist ic 

and st ructural devices to create effect , with use 

made of thoroughly appropr iate examples to
support  ideas.  

Lev el  4  10 -  12  Percept ive understanding of the text  is evident in 

the response. 

 Discr im inat ing engagement  with the text , with 

percept ive development  in the response. 
 I nterpretat ions are percept ively developed and

sustained. 

 Percept ive evaluat ion of how writers use linguist ic 

and st ructural devices to create effect , with 

discr im inat ing use m ade of appropriate examples 

to support  ideas.  
 

TOTAL FOR SECTI ON A:  2 0  MARKS 



 

Sect ion  B  
 

AO2  Read in g  
( i)  read and understand texts with insight  and engagem ent  

( ii)  develop and sustain interpretat ions of writers’ ideas and perspect ives ( iii)  

understand and make some evaluat ion of how writers use linguist ic and 
st ructural devices to achieve their effects 

 
Quest ion 

number  
I ndicat ive content  Mark

5  Examiners should refer to the following bullet  points and then to 
the table on page 11 to come to an overall j udgement . Examiners 
must  reward all valid points that  show engagement  and insight .  
 
Candidates may refer to some of the following points: 
 

 the t it le is scathing with a sarcast ic tone: ‘ boys messing 
about?’  This def ines the readers’  percept ions of  the men 

 the previous expedit ion of both men is described as ‘ farce’ , 
indicat ing the writer’ s scorn 

 the genuine experience of the two men is int roduced only 
to be undermined with the phrase ‘ Despite their 
experience …’  

 the serious consequences of their act ions are indicated by 
the word ‘ t ragedy’  

 ‘ Experts’  are quoted to quest ion and undermine the 
j udgement  of the men 

 their l ightweight  inconsequent ialit y is twice indicated by 
the manner in which they are ‘ plucked’  from the sea by 
others 

 emphasis upon the host il it y of the surroundings 

 the fact  the helicopter was only single-engined suggests 
that  the men were poorly prepared 

 Mr Smith has a nickname (‘ Q’ ), which suggests a j uvenile 
nature and which undermines the readers’  appreciat ion of 
any expert ise 

 the James Bond reference is used to tarnish our view of the 
men, depict ing them as overgrown children, pretending to 
be in an adventure 

 the men’ s ages are given to indicate their mature years and 
to suggest  that  they should know bet ter 

 buying Mr Brooks an emergency beacon watch as a present  
suggests that  others know he is likely to need rescuing in 
the future 

 the Royal Navy had been engaged in purposeful work 
compared with the frivolous and feckless explorers 

 the purpose of an earlier mission is described as ‘ confusion’  

 later in the passage we learn that  the expedit ion to cross 
the Bering St rait ,  while at tempt ing to demonst rate good 
relat ions between east  and west , ironically proved quite 
the opposite 

 Mr Brooks calls his wife rather than contact ing the 
emergency services direct ly, which suggests that  he does 
not  appreciate how serious the situat ion is 
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  it  also suggests it  is not  the f irst  t ime this has happened, 
which further undermines the readers’  percept ion of his 
qualit y as an ‘ adventurer’ ,  by making him appear 
dependent  on his wife 

 the men’ s expert ise is undermined, as their own helicopter 
is naively and inaccurately described as ‘ t rusty’   

 their f lying abilit y is crit icised as they experienced 
dif f icult ies when ‘ condit ions had been “ excellent ” ’  

 resentment  is generated by the statement  that  the 
taxpayer (i.e. the Guardian readership) is unlikely to 
recoup any of the ‘ tens of thousands of pounds’  from the 
men, making them appear cavalier and self ish, and this 
point  is further emphasised by later quot ing the Minist ry of 
Defence 

 the writer subt ly undermines Mr Smith’ s f lying credent ials 
by the use of the word ‘ claims’  

 Ms Vestey confirms the two men to be silly children 
dismissing them as ‘ boys’  and describing their ant ics as 
‘ messing about ’ ;  later she suggests they will be punished 
by their elders and bet ters  

the st ructure of the passage moves from serious 

crit icism of the men, who nearly cause a dangerous 

military intervent ion from the Russians, to end with 

a gent ly humorous  and indulgent  tone: ‘ “ they’ ll 

probably have their bot toms kicked and be sent  

home the long way” ’ .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

QUESTI ON 5  
 

Level Mark  AO2 ( i) / ( ii) / ( iii)

0  No rewardable mater ial.

Lev el  1  1 - 3   Basic understanding of the text  is evident  in 
the response. 

 Engagem ent  with the text  is basic, with lit t le 
development  in the response. 

 I nterpretat ions are developed with lim ited 
success 

 Lim ited evaluat ion of how writers use 
linguist ic and st ructural devices to create 
effect ,  with lit t le use made of appropriate 
examples to support  ideas. 

 Where response requires considerat ion of 
two or m ore features, lim ited balance is 
evident .  

Lev el  2  4 - 7   Generally sound or sound understanding of 
the text  is evident  in the response. 

 Most ly clear or clear engagement  with the 
text , with development  in the response. 

 I nterpretat ions are developed and sustained 
with some success. 

 Most ly sound or sound evaluat ion of how 
writers use linguist ic and st ructural devices 
to create effect ,  with clear use made of 
appropriate examples to support  ideas. 

 Where response requires considerat ion of 
two or m ore features, clear balance is 
evident .  

Lev el  3  8 - 10  Percept ive understanding of the text  is 
evident  in the response. 

 Discr im inat ing engagement  with the text , 
with development  in the response. 

 I nterpretat ions are percept ively developed 
and sustained. 

 Percept ive evaluat ion of how writers use 
linguist ic and st ructural devices to create 
effect ,  with assured use made of appropriate 
examples to support  ideas. 

 Where response requires considerat ion of 
two or m ore features, a percept ive balanced 
approach is evident .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Sect ion  B  

 
Ran ge o f  w r i t in g :  ex p lo r e, im ag in e, en t er t ain ;  ar gu e, per su ade, adv ise;  

in f o r m , ex p lain , descr ibe  
 

AO3  W r i t in g  

( i)  com municate clearly and appropriately, using and adapt ing forms for 

different  readers and purposes 
( ii)  organise ideas into sentences, paragraphs and whole texts using a variety 

of linguist ic and st ructural features 

( iii)  use a range of sentence st ructures effect ively, with accurate punctuat ion 

and spelling 

 
Qu est ion  

n u m b er  

I n d icat iv e con t en t  Mar k  

6  Markers should use the grid below to award marks for this 

writ ing act iv ity.  

 
The assessment  of writ ing involves a judgement  about  a 

writer 's ability to const ruct  and convey meaning in writ ten 

language, matching style to audience and purpose. Writ ing 

is marked against  three skills areas which assess the 

Writ ing Assessment  Object ives. 

 
Markers should allocate about  a t h i r d  of the total marks 

for accuracy in spelling, punctuat ion and grammar. 

 
The best - fit  approach 
An answer may not  always sat isfy every one of the 

assessment  cr iter ia for a part icular band in order to 

receive a mark within that  band range, since on individual 

cr iter ia the answer m ay meet  the descriptor for a higher or 

lower mark range. The best - fit  approach should be used to 

determ ine the mark which cor r espon ds m ost  closely  to 

the overall quality of the response.  
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QUESTI ON 6  
 

Level Mark  AO3  ( i ) / ( i i ) / ( i i i )

0  No rewardable mater ial.

Lev el  1  1 -  3   Communicat ion is at a basic level, and lim ited in 

clar it y.  

 Lit t le awareness is shown of the purpose of the 

writ ing and the intended reader. 
 Organisat ion is simple with lim ited success in 

opening and development . 

 Sentences show basic at tempt  to st ructure and 

cont rol expression and meaning. A lim ited range of 
sentence st ructures is used. 

 Basic cont rol of a range of punctuat ion devices, with 

lit t le success in conveying intended em phasis and 
effects. 

 Spelling is basic in accuracy, with many slips which 

will hinder meaning.

Lev el  2  4 -  7   Communicates clearly.

 Generally clear sense of purpose and understanding 

of the expectat ions/ requirements of the intended 
reader shown. 

 Organisat ion is sound or most ly sound with clear 

text  st ructure;  cont rolled paragraphing to reflect  

opening, development  and closure together with 

some successful use of cohesive devices. 

 Sentences are generally clearly st ructured, with 

generally sound cont rol of expression and meaning. 

A reasonable select ion of sentence st ructures are 

used. 
 Generally sound cont rol of a range of punctuat ion 

devices, enabling intended em phasis and effects to 

be conveyed for most  of the response. 

 Spelling is most ly accurate, with some slips which 

do not  hinder meaning.

Lev el  3  8 -  10  Communicat ion is percept ive and subt le with 

discr im inat ing use of a full vocabulary. 

 Task is sharply focused on purpose and the 

expectat ions/ requirements of the intended reader. 
 Sophist icated cont rol of text  st ructure, skilfully 

sustained paragraphing, assured applicat ion of a 

range of cohesive devices. 

 Sentences are convincingly st ructured, with 

sophist icated cont rol of expression and meaning. A 

convincing select ion of sentence st ructures is used. 

 Cont rol of the full range of punctuat ion is precise, 

enabling intended em phasis and effects to be 
conveyed. 

 Spelling is consistent ly accurate.  
 

TOTAL FOR SECTI ON B =  20  MARKS 

 

 

 



 

Sect ion  C:  W r i t in g  

Ran ge o f  w r i t in g :  in f o r m , ex p lain , descr ibe 

AO3  W r i t in g  

( i)  com municate clearly and appropriately, using and adapt ing forms for 

different  readers and purposes 

( ii)  organise ideas into sentences, paragraphs and whole texts using a variety 

of linguist ic and st ructural features 
( iii)  use a range of sentence st ructures effect ively, with accurate punctuat ion 

and spelling 

 
Quest ion 

number  
I ndicat ive content  Mark

7  The writ ing t r iplet  assessed on this quest ion is writ ing to 

inform , explain and describe. 
 
Weaker answers may be fragmentary or lack coherence. 

Candidates may lack the ability to explain themselves or 

may assume understanding that  the reader does not  have. 

A useful discr im inat ing factor will be the extent  to which 

the writer is able to engage the interests of the reader by 

using a var iety of techniques. 
 
The assessment  of writ ing involves a judgement  about  a 

writer 's ability to const ruct  and convey meaning in writ ten 

language, matching style to audience and purpose. Writ ing 

is marked against  three skills areas which assess the 

Writ ing Assessment  Object ives. 
 
Markers should allocate about  a t h i r d  of the total marks 

for accuracy in spelling, punctuat ion and grammar. 

 
The ‘best- fit ’ approach 
An answer may not  always sat isfy every one of the 

assessment  cr iter ia for a part icular band in order to 

receive a mark within that  band range, since on individual 

cr iter ia the answer m ay meet  the descriptor for a higher or 

lower mark range. The ‘best - fit ’ approach should be used 

to determ ine the mark which co r r espon d s m ost  closely  

to the overall quality of the response.  

2 0  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

QUESTI ON 7  
 

Level Mark  AO3  ( i ) / ( i i ) / ( i i i )

0  No rewardable mater ial.

Lev el  

1  
1 -  4   Communicat ion is at a basic level, and lim ited in 

clar it y.  

 Lit t le awareness is shown of the purpose of the 

writ ing and the intended reader. 
 Organisat ion is simple with lim ited success in 

opening and development . 

 Sentences show basic at tempt  to st ructure and 

cont rol expression and meaning. A lim ited range of 
sentence st ructures is used. 

 Basic cont rol of a range of punctuat ion devices, with 

lit t le success in conveying intended em phasis and 
effects. 

 Spelling is basic in accuracy, with many slips which 

will hinder meaning.

Lev el  

2  
5 -  8   Communicates in a broadly appropr iate way. 

 Shows som e grasp of the purpose and of the 

expectat ions/ requirements of the intended reader. 

 Some grasp of text  st ructure, with opening and 

development  and some appropriate use of 
paragraphing and other sequencing devices. 

 Sentences show some at tempt  to st ructure and 

cont rol expression and meaning. Some variety of 

sentence st ructures used. 

 Some control of a range of punctuat ion devices, 

enabling intended em phasis and effects to be 

conveyed for som e of the response. 

 Spelling is somet imes accurate, with some slips 

which may hinder meaning.  
Lev el  

3  
9 -12  Communicates clearly.

 Generally clear sense of purpose and understanding 

of the expectat ions/ requirements of the intended 

reader shown. 

 Organisat ion is sound with clear text  st ructure;  

cont rolled paragraphing to reflect  opening, 

development  and closure together with some 

successful use of cohesive devices. 

 Sentences are generally clearly st ructured, with 

generally sound cont rol of expression and meaning. 

A reasonable select ion of sentence st ructures are 

used. 

 Generally sound cont rol of a range of punctuat ion 

devices, enabling intended em phasis and effects to 

be conveyed for most  of the response. 

 Spelling is most ly accurate, with some slips which do 

not  hinder meaning.  
 



 

Lev el  

4  
13 -  16  Communicates effect ively.

 A secure realisat ion of the writ ing task according to 

the writer 's purpose and the 
expectat ions/ requirements of the intended reader is 

shown. 

 Organisat ion is secure, text  st ructure is well- judged;  

effect ive paragraphing and a range of cohesive 

devices between and within paragraphs. 

 Sentences are purposefully st ructured, with 

sustained cont rol of expression and meaning. A wide 

and var ied select ion of sentence st ructures is used. 

 Thorough cont rol of the full range of punctuat ion, 

enabling intended em phasis and effects to be 
conveyed. 

 Spelling is almost  always accurate, with occasional 

slips.  
Lev el  

5  
17-20  Communicat ion is percept ive and subt le with 

discr im inat ing use of a full vocabulary. 
 Task is sharply focused on purpose and the 

expectat ions/ requirements of the intended reader. 

 Sophist icated cont rol of text  st ructure, skilfully 

sustained paragraphing, assured applicat ion of a 
range of cohesive devices. 

 Sentences are convincingly st ructured, with 

sophist icated cont rol of expression and meaning. A 
convincing select ion of sentence st ructures is used. 

 Cont rol of the full range of punctuat ion is precise, 

enabling intended em phasis and effects to be 

conveyed. 
 Spelling is consistent ly accurate.  

 
TOTAL FOR SECTI ON C:  2 0  MARKS 

TOTAL FOR PAPER:  6 0  MA
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